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BARRIE MARKET OVERVIEW 
 
 
Simcoe County;
 

• The City of Barrie is located within the County of Simcoe in Central Ontario, which is ideally situated just north of the 
Greater Toronto Area, stretching from the shores of Lake Simcoe to Georgian Bay. 

 
• Many of the 16 municipalities in Simcoe County are located directly along Highway 400 and Highway 11 while others have 

quick access to the highways through 850km of well-kept county roads. 
 

• Simcoe County’s location has a marketplace of approximately 7 million people within a 3 hour drive and the County also 
has access to rail and regional airport facilities. 

 
• With over 16,000 companies, the business community in the County of Simcoe is diverse and growing. 

 
• The region is also home to internationally known institutions like Casino Rama, Georgian College, Canadian Forces Base 

Borden, Lakehead University and the Ontario Provincial Police Headquarters. 
 

• Honda of Canada Manufacturing has been established in Simcoe County since 1986 and continues growing along with the 
community. 

 
• Tourism is another vital industry in Simcoe County, providing a diversity of jobs and economic impact in a variety of sectors 

including accommodations, restaurants, destinations, events and retail. 
 

• Simcoe County plays host to over 6.7 million visitors annually that contributes more than $570 Million in spending to the 
region’s economy. 
 

• The natural beauty of Simcoe County includes 31,000 acres of County owned forests, the splendor of Wasaga Beach, the 
world’s longest fresh water beach, many ski resorts and award-winning golf courses. 
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BARRIE MARKET OVERVIEW (continued) 
 
City of Barrie; 
 

• Barrie is located in the central portion of Southern Ontario, approximately 90 km (56 miles) north of Toronto within the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe subregion, accessible via Provincial Highway 400 and Highways 26 and 11. 

• Public transportation within the City is provided by Barrie Transit and GO Transit connects the City to the Greater Toronto 
Area (GTA) through daily train and bus service at two different Barrie stations. 

• The City of Barrie continues to be one of Canada’s fastest growing and dynamic cities and its location in proximity to the 
GTA allows for easy commuting, while still offering scenic wilderness and recreational activities right outside your door. 

• Barrie’s population is approximately 143,000 people and the projected growth rate over the next 10 years is 40%-60%. 
• Barrie has been designated an Urban Growth Centre by the Province of Ontario under the Places to Grow act and the City 

successfully annexed 2,293 acres (9.28 square kilometres) of land from the neighbouring Town of Innisfil to the south and 
southeast on January 1, 2010. 

• The City has an abundance of parkland, totaling over 90 parks and comprising in excess of 300 hectares. 
• The Barrie Molson Centre is considered Central Ontario’s premier sports and entertainment centre. 
• Barrie’s historic downtown and waterfront are at the heart of its tourism industry which is home to numerous annual 

festivals and events including Kempenfest, one of the largest outdoor arts and crafts celebrations in Ontario. 
• In the summer months, the City boasts several beaches and is also very popular for boating in Kempenfelt Bay and Lake 

Simcoe as it connects to the Trent Severn Waterway. 
• There are numerous winter recreation activities and facilities in the surrounding area including Horseshoe Resort, Snow 

Valley, Mount St. Louis Moonstone and Blue Mountain. 
• There are two main performing arts venues in the City; the Mady Centre For The Performing Arts located downtown at the 

Five Points intersection, and the Georian Theatre located in Barrie’s north end on the main campus of Georgian College. 
• Georgian College has over 10,000 full-time students, approximately 25,000 part-time students and has the highest 

graduate employment rate in Ontario at 94%. 
• Georgian College is also home to the Sadlon Centre for Health and Wellness.  Opened in 2011, this $65 Million, 165,000 

square foot facility has allowed the college to double the number of health program students to 3,000. 
• The recently constructed Centre for Sustainable Technologies is also located in the Georgian College Campus.  This new 

$8 Million, 18,000 square foot facility opened in 2009 and serves as a learning lab for new technology and systems. 
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BARRIE MARKET OVERVIEW (continued) 
 
Housing Market; 

 
• Residential property sales recorded through the MLS System of the Barrie & District Association of REALTORS Inc. 

numbered 609 units in June 2015, an increase of 10.1% from June 2014.  This was the third best level of any month on 
record, and marked the first time in history that June sales surpassed the 600 mark. 

• Within the City of Barrie, sales activity rose 29.5% on a year-over-year basis. 
• On a year-to-date basis, home sales totaled 2,818 units over the first half of 2015.  This was up 13.6% from 2014 and 

marked the best start to any year on record. 
• The year-to-date average price figure for homes sold within the City of Barrie was $339,353.  This was a 5.5% increase 

compared to the year-to-date average selling price in 2014. 
• The year-to-date average price figure for the surrounding areas was $406,866, an increase of 10.5% from the year-to-

date average selling price in 2014. 
• Overall supply is currently trending at the lowest levels in more than a decade and demand is still outpacing new supply, 

resulting in some of the lowest levels of overall inventory on record. 
 

 
 
      
 27 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Mike
Text Box



BARRIE MARKET OVERVIEW (continued) 
 
Economic Trends; 

 
• The Barrie economy is set to grow along with Ontario, supported by the improving economy south of the border, the 

depreciation of the Canadian dollar and low oil prices. 
• The improving economy and the housing price differential with the GTA attracts migrants to the Barrie area, particularly 

from the GTA. 
• Barrie has one of the lower unemployment rates in Ontario.  Employment is expected to pick up by 2.2% in 2015 and 

1.2% in 2016. 
• The jobless rate will drop lower to 5% in 2015.  Most of the jobs in Barrie are in services, retail and tourism where wages 

are relatively low.  With the improving economy, the average wage is expected to adjust up, driven by more 
manufacturing and construction jobs. 
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BARRIE MARKET OVERVIEW (continued) 
 
Urban Growth Centre (UGC); 

 
• In 2009, the City of Barrie Intensification Study was completed by the Planning Services Department and adopted by 

Council. 
• The Study designates nodes and corridors throughout the City that have been identified for their capacity to achieve 

higher densities. 
• The principle areas where intensification is encouraged includes the Urban Growth Centre (UGC) comprised of 

downtown Barrie and Allandale Centre and the primary and secondary corridors consisting of arterial roads such as 
Bayfield Street, Dunlop Street, Essa Road, Duckworth Street and Yonge Street. 

• The creation of these new intensification areas will facilitate the development of medium and high density uses and will 
dramatically change the current characteristics of these areas. 

• The City of Barrie is mandated to achieve the growth targets as required by the Province through the Growth Plan for 
the Greater Golden Horseshoe. These targets require the construction of an additional 4,115 new 
apartment\condominium units in the downtown core over a 10 year period commencing in 2014.  That 
represents two new projects that are the equivalent size of the Five Points project, every year for 10 years, or 
about 20 new projects of that size in total over this period of time. 
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